
LET’S CELEBRATE
HONEY BEES
! 3 crafts (instructions, photos, material lists) 
! 2 games 
! 2 bookmarks 
! 1 outdoor bug hunt
! 2 coloring + activity pages 



MAKE
Just “bee” yourself mask
Native bee hotel
Bee puppet and bookmark

PLAY
An un-bee-lievably fun matching game
A buzz-worthy board game
Outdoor bug hunt

LEARN
The buzz about Honey Bees
9 jobs of colony members
Words that start with B, and more! 



CRAFTS
Print pp. 4-8 on standard 

white computer paper, in color.



JUST “BEE” YOURSELF
HONEY BEE MASK

MATERIALS: Yellow and black 
cardstock, scissors, hole 
punch, liquid craft glue, 
sequins, elastic string.

TIP: If you don’t have sequins, decorate your 
mask with stickers, markers, glitter, pom-

poms, or anything else you can find around 
the house!

5. When your mask dries, tie 
the elastic to the small 
holes, and put the mask on 
your BEE-utiful head!

2. Punch small holes on either side of the 
eye holes, near the edge of the mask.

3. From black cardstock, cut out a nose, 
hair, and antennae.

1. Cut out a large oval from 
yellow cardstock. Next, 
cut holes for your eyes. 

4. Glue all the pieces together, as 
shown in the photos. Then decorate 
with sequins or other embellishments. 
Get creative with your design! Will 
you be a queen bee or another 
member of the colony? 

CRAFT 
#1



HONEY BEE COLONY MEMBERS
If you were a bee, which job would you like to have? After you put on your 

Honey Bee mask, pretend to be different members of the colony. How are they 
different, and how are they the same?

Queens lay the eggs—up to 2,500 per day!

Drones are the male bees.

Foragers hunt for pollen and nectar.

Cleaners clean and polish the empty cells that are 
ready to receive new eggs.

Undertakers are responsible for removing dead bees 
from the hive.

Nurses care for and feed the developing larvae. They 
may check a single larva 1,000 times a day!

Builders produce beeswax to build the comb.

Temperature Controllers regulate the temperature 
and humidity within the hive.

Guards defend the hive by allowing only members 
inside. They inspect each bee for a familiar scent 
before letting it enter.



BUILD A NATIVE
BEE HOTEL

MATERIALS: Empty tin can, yellow acrylic paint, paintbrush, 
brown construction paper, scissors, glue stick, pencil, jute cord.

1. Remove the paper from an empty tin can, such as a can of beans, 
corn or soup. Wash and dry the can.

2. Paint the can yellow. You may need 2-3 coats to get a solid look. 
Set aside to dry.

3. Cut construction paper into strips that are 2” wide and as long as 
the can. Apply glue to one long edge of a paper strip. Starting at the 
clean long edge, roll the paper around a pencil until you reach the 
edge with the glue. Press firmly around the pencil so the paper 
sticks and keeps its cylinder shape. Remove the pencil. Place the 
paper tube in the tin can.

4. Repeat step 3 with your family until the can is full of paper tubes. 
The tubes should be packed tightly, so none fall out when you tip 
the can over.

See this craft in action! Watch our video 
at craftandboogie.com/howitworks

5. Tie the jute around 
the can, then use 
the rest of the cord 
to secure the can 
to a sunny tree or 
fence post. Make 
sure it’s sturdy.

CRAFT 
#2



WHY BUILD A BEE HOME?
Many bee species live in little tubes and tunnels. This is where they 
build their nests and lay their eggs. These bees are so important 
because they pollinate our plants to make fruit, vegetables, and 
more plants!

Leafcutter Bees prepare nests and lay eggs in late summer. They’re 
extremely gentle, solitary bees, which means they don’t live in colonies 
like Honey Bees, and don’t sting to protect their eggs. They’re called 
Leafcutters because they seal up each tube or tunnel with small leaf 
bits. Try to place your Bee Hotel near roses, lilacs, hosta plants, or pea 
leaves—the Leafcutters’ favorites. 

MORE TIPS
Place your Bee Hotel facing early morning sun (bees love warmth!) 
and near leaves (they don’t like traveling far to get their leaf bits).

Make sure your Bee Hotel is tied securely to a branch or fence post.
You could even secure the jute cord to the fence with a nail. You don’t 
want it to sway in the wind; that could harm the developing bees.

In late August, store your can of filled nesting holes in an unheated, 
dry garage or shed, open ends up. Bring it out again in the spring so 
the larvae can become adult bees and pollinate your yard.

If you don’t see any bee activity this year, bring your Bee Hotel inside 
for the winter and put it out again next spring, with new nesting tubes. (If 
you’d rather not roll up all that paper again, use paper straws instead!) 

Show us your buzz-worthy Bee Hotel by tagging 
@craftandboogie or using #craftandboogie

on Instagram or Facebook! 



HONEY BEE PUPPET AND
BOOKMARKCRAFT 

#3

Put on a puppet 
show, then use it 
as a bookmark in 

your favorite 
book!

MATERIALS: Yellow foam or paper, glue, googly 
eyes, black marker, tulle, black pipe cleaner, 

yellow popsicle stick, tape, scissors, pen or pencil.

1. Onto your yellow foam or 
paper, trace around the 
bottom of a cup. Repeat to 
make a second circle. Cut 
out two yellow circles.

2. Glue the circles together, 
then lay them flat. With help 
from a grown-up, use your 
pen or pencil to poke a 
small hole into the circle on 
the right, as shown. 

4. Tie the tulle through the hole to           
give your bee wings.

5. Tape the pipe cleaners (the “antennae”) 
to the back of your bee’s head. Glue or 
tape the popsicle stick to the back of the 
bee. 

3. Glue the googly eyes to 
the circle on the left. Use 
your black marker to add 
a smile and stripes.   



GAMES
For best results, print pp. 10-11

on white cardstock, in color, double-sided.

Print p. 12-14 on standard white computer paper, 
single-sided, in color or black and white.
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C
ut along the dotted lines. Lay cards out face dow

n. Start by turning over any tw
o cards. If they m

atch, rem
ove the set and place them

 
nearby. If they don’t m

atch, turn the cards back over. Take turns w
ith another player until all m

atches are m
ade. If you draw

 the special 
bear card, recite your favorite honey bee fact, then pass your turn to the next player.
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HOW
 TO PLAY BUSY BEE RACE

C
ut out the bees and put them

 in a pile. U
se pennies or pom

-pom
s for gam

e pieces. Roll a die and m
ove along the board 

from
 start to finish. Take a bee from

 the pile each tim
e you land on a space w

ith a bee on it (take tw
o w

hen you land on a 
space w

ith tw
o bees). A

fter all the players finish, count up your bees. The player w
ith the m

ost bees w
ins!



BUG HUNT!
I’M GOIN’ ON A

BUG: __________________
LOCATION: _______________

BUG: __________________
LOCATION: _______________

BUG: __________________
LOCATION: _______________

BUG: __________________
LOCATION: _______________

BUG: __________________
LOCATION: _______________

BUG: __________________
LOCATION: _______________

Draw a picture of each bug you find, 
then write its name and where you saw it.



BOOKMARKS
For best results, print p. 16 on cardstock,

in color. Cut it in half to make two bookmarks 
for your favorite books.



THE BUZZ ABOUT BEES
Honey Bees are especially important 
because they pollinate flowers, fruits, and 
vegetables, and help plants grow.

They are the only insect that makes food 
eaten by humans: sweet, delicious honey!

Honey Bees’ wings beat about 200 times per 
second. That’s what makes their buzzing 
sound.

The average worker bee produces only 
about 1/12 teaspoon of honey in her lifetime.

Bees make honey for themselves as food 
stores for the winter. Luckily, they make 
plenty of extra for us!

A colony has 20,000 – 60,000 bees, with 
one queen. The queen is the only one who 
lays eggs.

All worker bees are females, and only worker 
bees sting. Males do not have stingers.

Honey Bees communicate with each other 
by dancing! (Try this with a friend and see if 
you can figure out what he or she is telling 
you.)

The average worker bee lives for just 5-6 
weeks, but queens live up to 5 years.

Recently, colonies have been disappearing. 
Do your part to support bees by planting 
nectar-rich flowers, such as lavender and 
bluebells. This will help them find the food 
they need easier.

“Unique among all God’s creatures, only the 
Honey Bee improves the environment and 
preys not on any other species.” —Royden
Brown
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COLORING PAGES
For best results, print pp. 18-20

on standard white computer paper, 
in black and white.



“BEE” CAREFUL!
Never disturb a bee hive. Draw your own bees 
flying near their hive, then color your picture.



is for bumblebee, buzz, and 
Bluebell. What other words 
start with the letter B?


